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ABSTRACT 

Goswami's book provides evidence for the reality of God, and he gives (page 34) an early outline: "In 

view of quantum physics, the vast data on life after death, and alternative subtle-body medicine, it is 

considerably more difficult to refute the ideas of downward causation and subtle bodies." Goswami 

is breaking new ground here. Nevertheless, the book could benefit with additional treatments of 

some classical philosophical arguments, and I mean to point to arguments that are beyond Thomas 

Aquinas. Hegel's "ontological proof of God" and Charles S. Peirce's "neglected argument for the 

reality of God" (as they are known) provide non-dual understandings that are agreeable to 

Goswami's monistic idealism, in my opinion. You can find this book at Amazon 

http://www.amazon.com/God-Not-Dead-Quantum-Physics/dp/1571745637/ref=cm_cr-mr-title . 

 
Key Words: reality of God, quantum physics, proof, consciousness. 

 

Amit Goswami's "God is Not Dead" is an interesting read, even as a less noteworthy contribution 

compared to Goswami's "The Self-Aware Universe.” 

 

Goswami's treatment springs from his understanding of quantum mechanics, the quantum wave 

function, and the wave function's collapse. He (page 22) writes: "Quantum possibilities are 

possibilities of consciousness itself, which is the ground of all being. This takes us back to monistic 

idealism.... Our looking is tantamount to choosing, from among all the quantum possibilities, the one 

unique facet that becomes our experienced actuality." Looking collapses the wave function, as much 

as we can tell from quantum mechanics.  

 

Goswami (page 23) writes: "We don't choose in our ordinary state of individual consciousness that 

we call the ego the subjective aspect of ourselves that the behaviorist studies and that is the result of 

conditioning. Instead, we choose from an unconditioned, objective state of unitive consciousness, 

the non-ordinary state where we are one, a state we can readily identify with God." 

 

Goswami writes (page 23) the following. "Our exercise of choice, the events quantum physicists call 

the collapse of the quantum possibility wave, is God's exercise of the power of downward causation. 

And the way God's downward causation is this: for many objects and many events, the choice is 

made in such a way that objective predictions of quantum probability hold; yet in individual events, 

the scope of creative subjectivity is retained."  

 

Goswami writes (page 24): "The quantum signatures of downward causation are discontinuity (as in 

our experience of creative insight), nonlocality (as in the signal-less communication of metal 

telepathy), and circular hierarchy, also called tangled hierarchy (as sometimes experienced between 

people in love)." Goswami expands on the tangled hierarchy, a structure introduced by Douglas R. 

Hofstadter.  
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Goswami writes (page 30): "The paradigm shift of our science now taking place is revealed in depth 

psychology and transpersonal psychology and the branch of medicine that is called alternative 

medicine. The paradigm shift is also revealed in the work of organismic biologists who see causal 

autonomy in the entire biological organism, not merely in its microscopic components. Some 

evolutionary biologists even see the necessity of invoking `intelligent design' of life to break the 

shackle of Darwinian beliefs. The practitioners of these branches of science have penetrated the 

camouflage to some extent. With the help of quantum physics, the penetration of the camouflage is 

much more extensive. "  

 

Goswami's book provides evidence for the reality of God, and he gives (page 34) an early outline: "In 

view of quantum physics, the vast data on life after death, and alternative subtle-body medicine, it is 

considerably more difficult to refute the ideas of downward causation and subtle bodies. And who in 

their right mind would try to refute the importance of virtues and values in our lives? Clearly, the 

religious have a more plausible theory of virtues and values than the biologists who claim they 

evolved from Darwinian adaptation via chance and necessity."  

 

Goswami writes on the sometimes hidden foundation of religious attitude: "Jesus himself was a great 

mystic. Following his lead, Christianity in the West has had other great mystics who have propounded 

monistic idealism, mystics such as Meister Eckhart, Saint Francis of Assisi, Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint 

Catherine of Genoa, etc. But the organized nature of Christianity drowned out the voices of the 

mystics (ironically, including Jesus), and dualism has prevailed in the official thinking of 

Christendom."  

 

Goswami tells us that it is feeling that gives us the first sign of something beyond the physical that 

leads to the spiritual. It is feeling that is left unexplained by science. Goswami writes (page 137): 

"When we look at our experiences of feeling, meaning, and the archetypal contexts of feeling and 

meaning through the conceptual lens of the new science - science within consciousness - we find that 

there is ample experimental proof that they don't arise from the physical body. They occur in 

conjunction with the body, but they are not the physical body. Instead they come from God, or more 

accurately from the Godhead; we choose them from our own God potentia. In other words, no 

mystic has to tell us that God is our `father.' Every one of us has that intuition already. The new 

science is just validating that intuition."  

 

Goswami writes (page 153): "The God hypothesis is needed to incorporate feelings as part of our 

experience. You will notice that feeling-oriented cultures tend to be believers in God (good or bad), 

whereas when rationalism dominates a culture, it tends to move away from the God hypothesis. This 

is not a coincidence."  

 

I am afraid that my brief review will not do justice to all of the topics in Goswami's book. There is 

discussion of reincarnation, karma, parapsychology, mind-body healing and other topics that are 

being related to the reality of God as philosophical arguments. Goswami is breaking new ground 

here. Nevertheless, the book could benefit with additional treatments of some classical philosophical 

arguments, and I mean to point to arguments that are beyond Thomas Aquinas. Hegel's "ontological 

proof of God" and Charles S. Peirce's "neglected argument for the reality of God" (as they are known) 

provide non-dual understandings that are agreeable to Goswami's monistic idealism, in my opinion.  
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