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 ABSTRACT 

In this three-part article, the author will survey and discus the wider, deeper backdrop of 

apocalypse as part of our existential condition over the last two thousand years and extending 

into the next century. Apocalypse is an expression of a sense of future-shock, of political 

domination by corrupt world powers, of military turbulence and genocide on a vast planetary 

scale. In many ways this has been a burgeoning reality ever since the agricultural revolution. It 

was certainly the case around the time Revelation was written. Today we are facing a much 

huger planetary apocalyptic crisis, in which we have gained the powers to effectively destroy 

much of life on Earth and ourselves through nuclear holocaust and are having impacts which are 

leading to irreversible changes in the climate, ocean levels and biological and genetic diversity, 

diminishing our own survival prospects as a species in the process. The author argues that 

apocalypse is a motif in every person's existential consciousness in the sense that we seek to 

understand the ultimate mystery of existence and come face to face with it before we pass away 

into oblivion. The author also argues that the 'unveiling' of reality is also absolutely central to the 

scientific revolution. As we have progressed from the first wave of Greek science through to the 

Renaissance and the flowering of the Western scientific tradition, the covers have well and truly 

been thrown off reality. With our own generation, "apocalypse now" has become an even more 

potent planetary reality - nuclear weapons of mass destruction, overpopulation, mass extinction 

of genetic diversity and climate change. We are thus literally facing planetary apocalypse, if we 

don’t get a grip on our own folly and the impacts of business-as-usual on the planetary future. 

Part II of this three-particle includes: 6. Covenant of the Tao of the Tree of Life; 7. 

Resplendence: A Paradigm beyond Religion to Reparadise the Earth 8. The Abrogation of 

Violent and Repressive Scripture; 9. Epilogue: Singing the Apocalypse; and References. 
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6. Covenant of the Tao of the Tree of Life 
. 

The Problem: 
. 

Every person on the planet shares a desire to see the world continue and flourish, so that there 

will be a habitable world for our offspring, for the future generations of humanity and for the 

diversity of life to continue. We also want to see a world without war and one in which justice 

prevails for the rich and poor alike. Even highly religious people, except for those pursuing 
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martyrdom, often for violent ends, and a few fundamentalist rapture seekers, want to see a world 

in which their children and other people can survive. 

. 

The trouble is that, while we want to have a sustainable world, achieving it seems to always be 

beyond the horizons of economic and political realities. Economic realities keep up the pressure 

on for short-term thinking and political realities are contaminated by vested interests in the 

business world who deny the damage done to the climate and biosphere by human impact for 

their own self-interests, despite the obvious mounting scientific evidence that human impact is 

causing increasing, and possibly irreversible, detrimental change to our future. 

. 

Worse still, the world's religions, despite some very good words from a few religious leaders, 

including the current Pope, are more devoted to ascendency and internecine apocalyptic warfare 

combined with utopian visions than actual care of the planet. The two major religions Islam and 

Christianity both promote unrestrained population growth and have ingrained agendas to control 

female reproduction. One only needs to make a rough assessment of how little financing of 

environmental projects comes from the major religions to see the actual thrust of their activity. 

. 

The large numbers of people who would like to contribute personally to protecting the planet and 

its future, face an uphill battle because, in the absence of a society-wide ethic to actually cherish 

and replenish the Earth, effort remains confined to protest groups such as Greenpeace and 

sporadic government action such as creating nature reserves. Thus investment in saving the 

planet is like throwing money over your shoulder in a cold shower, because one can put time and 

effort and money into it until one becomes destitute and depleted, while the problem still grows 

larger, leading to a tragedy of the commons from the failure of people to act together with a 

coherent common sense ofpurpose, while others exploit it for gain. 

. 

The Solution: 
. 

Is there a way out of this dilemma? Yes there is! Let’s simply extract the two key ideas that 

convey the two most world-transforming insights from major world religions: 

. 

The first is the key insight of the monotheistic tradition with subdue amended to cherish: To 

cherish and replenish the living planet and its diversity throughout the generations of life. 

. 

The second is the mahayana of the Buddhist and Vedantic traditions: To facilitate the 

enlightenment of all sentient beings. 

. 

Covenant: 
. 

1. I vouchsafe to cherish and replenish the living planet and its diversity throughout the 

generations of life. 

2. I vouchsafe to facilitate the enlightenment of all sentient beings. 

. 

This is a very serious covenant and particularly so, since it is the only all-embracing covenant 

taken. It needs to be vouchsafed in front of one's covenantal peers, and it is not God, but one's 

peers, who will judge one's good character from then on in life. Peer scrutiny is the great leveler 
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of scientific research and fraudulent results can mean the cost of a researchers entire career in 

life. Someone cannot just pay lip service to the covenant, reaping the social benefits and go on 

acting for their own self-interest alone, as if the core values are just a hypothetical contingency. 

This doesn't mean giving up the pleasures and bounties of life or decimating one's financial 

resources because ongoing life is ecosystemic and economic. It just takes acting as a responsible 

guardian of the planetary future. 

. 

These two are sufficient to bring about a common sense of purpose, both to protect and sustain 

the planet, and to enable all people to reach a deeper state of understanding of the universe in 

which they live. They are thus good cosmological science and consistent with the scientific 

pursuit of knowledge unhindered by beliefs and assumptions. Affirmative belief is not essential 

to religious meaning. In Judaism, the virtue of keeping the covenantal traditions and in 

Buddhism observing the dharma, or way, - i.e. actions -are what is critical to bring the blessed 

condition into being. 

. 

The Sanctity of Nature: 
. 

The covenant to cherish and replenish the Earth is a commitment to preserve and restore the 

bountiful diversity of nature planet-wide. It is the key that unites the latent energy of people 

across the whole face of the globe to have the confidence and energy to realize we can together, 

without pain or privation, actually achieve the perpetual sustenance of the Planet in the immortal 

passage of the generations of life. This brings with it an immeasurable sense of relief from the 

anxiety that we are living in an insecure world of conflict and degeneration, where the very 

meaning in existence is occluded, and our futures, and the future of the whole world remain in an 

unacceptable degree of doubt. 

. 

By drawing people together with the clear and simple purpose of sustaining the immortality of 

life, the covenant to cherish and replenish can potentially unite the energy of the entire planet's 

population around the central activity for which the human species has inherited the Earth to 

perform. We thus become the guardians of the perpetual diversity of life and find our place in 

nature not to subdue and have dominion over it, but to act as verdant guardians of a perpetual 

paradise in the universe at large. 

. 

Enlightenment: 
. 

By facilitating the enlightenment of all sentient beings, we are also accepting the scientific 

pursuit of knowledge of the natural universe and the spirit of skeptical inquiry, where we test our 

assumptions against the oracle of nature, rather than imposing our preconceived beliefs. 

Enlightenment can have no meaning if it is simply a spiritual conviction or vision in the absence 

of affirmation from the nature of the world around us. We need both the knowledge and the 

wisdom to fulfill the engagement. 

. 

Thus the quest for enlightenment is both the scientific quest to understand the universe and the 

sentient vision quest to understand the very foundations of conscious experience of all kinds: 

waking, dreaming, mystical and visionary. The emergence of conscious sentient beings is a 

natural cosmological process forming the most complex complete interactive manifestation of 
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the fundamental forces of nature emerging from the cosmic origin. It is thus a cosmological 

sigma point and the quest for conscious enlightenment is also cosmological. 

. 

 
Tantra: Sacred sexuality in the Hindu and Buddhist traditions (King). 

. 

Sacred Sexuality: 
. 

At the same time, accepting the sacredness of sex as the foundation of the passage of the 

generations of life, from which we all come transforms religions of renunciation such as most of 

Buddhism, the implicit sexual guilt of Christianity from Eve's 'transgression', and the explicit 

sexual oppression of Islam, through lethal penalties for adultery, enforced veiling and 

sequestering and seclusion of women into traditions celebrating in the mutual ecstasy and joy of 

sexual union and the full abundance of the flow of life, rather than the negation and control of it. 

Sacred sex has long been central to the Vedantic tradition and is one of the highest rites of 

illumination in Tibetan Buddhism as well. 

. 

Sex is a central part of social bonding key to deep human relationships and the stability of family 

life and is not just for reproduction, but sacred sex transcends social sex as the deepest 

celebration of the fertility principle between woman and man. The sacredness of sex also implies 

mutual respect between men and women and the right of women to reproductive choice, not to 

be controlled by men or patriarchal religious dictates, because they the bearers of the principal 

responsibility for parental commitment in pregnancy, a sometimes perilous delivery, lactation 

and long-term child care. The passage of the living generations comes through sex, so it must 

needs command the uttermost sacred respect as the holy grail of life itself. 

. 

Sacramental Mysticism: 
. 

Complementing the meditative and contemplative traditions, the use of the visionary power 

plants and fungi as sacraments, which are already incorporated into religious traditions in the 

Americas, including an ongoing Christian movements, which identify them as holy sacraments, 

provide a democratic avenue to the mystical experiences that are the foundation of religious 

illumination - forming the psychedelic face of a new Christianity, thus healing the Eucharist 

which is otherwise a decadent empty sacramental religion celebrating in its central rite the 

http://dhushara.com/apoc/apocalypse_files/budhin.jpg
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consumption of human flesh and blood in remembrance of a homicidal sacrificial death two 

millennia ago. 

. 

Psychedelics are not dangerous drugs and have been shown in recent experiments using mature 

people who are not drug takers that they can provide genuine spiritual experiences which have 

lasting benefits months and years later. The core of religious experience is mystical experience, 

so a genuine sacrament to replace the empty sacrament of the Eucharist is a pivotal step in 

making Christianity a real sacramental religion with the integrity to protect the Earth and one in 

which every person can share in the spiritual vision, rather than having to stoop to the conformity 

of unquestioning doctrines and a dominant hierarchy of the priesthood for instruction. 

. 

Universality: 
. 

At its most universal, the way, or Tao of the Tree of Life would involve just these two 

declarations as a simple all-embracing covenant, leaving everyone free to express this in an 

endless variety of creative ways in both acts of restoration and celebration of life. The way of the 

Tree is ecosystemic, so it's not one movement but a fractal social democracy of democratic 

movements with their own creative avenues meeting as peers. It is a wisdom understanding 

which can take diverse forms and have unlimited traditions of celebration. 

. 

This evokes a path of true compassion and a human movement of empowerment, which can 

celebrate its existence in diverse rites of passage, from birth, partnership and death, to the 

fertility of the seasons, and the agape of creative musical and artistic performance. Just as people 

across the planet love to party and experience life to the full, the path provides the zest of life 

with the added sense of meaning and fulfillment and joy of living which actually bringing our 

energy and activity to its natural fruition brings forth in overflowing abundance. 

. 

One can think of the Tao of the Tree of Life as an integration of cosmological science, 

psychedelic Christianity and sexy Greenpeace Buddhism, taking the best out of each, but really it 

is the foundation of all spirituality. It is the common thread of sentient survival and the science of 

nature and cosmology because it is rooted in the realities of the natural universe discovered by 

the scientific pursuit of knowledge. 

. 

This Tree of Life is not just the Biblical notion of a tree in Eden hidden since the foundation of 

the world but is the tree of evolution of the diversity of life as it has emerged and flourished on 

the planet over geological time scales. 

. 

In a metaphysical way, this brings the two trees in Eden of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and 

the Tree of Life together into one. Knowledge only gains the capacity and temptation for evil 

when it becomes divorced from our primary goal in life, which is to sustain the passage of life 

itself. Once this integration with our life meaning and purpose occurs evil fades away as simply a 

form of ignorance of the whole picture. 

. 

This is a covenant, which religious and non-religious people alike can accept and fulfill together, 

because its foundation lies in the very truth of the nature of existence. It can thus have a wider 

basis for collective action than traditional religions, which are fragmented into competing 
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factions each vying with one another as the one 'true' way. By becoming a common affirmation 

of a wider section of society it would actually become possible for collective action to restore the 

living planet to become globally effective as well as applying ethical influence to government 

and business decision-making. 

 

Resplendence: A Paradigm beyond Religion to Reparadise the Earth 

Resplendence evokes the paradigm shift from religion to paradise in a single word. Resplendence 

means many things. We usually think of it as a glorious state of natural splendour, but its root 

meaning re-splendere is to "shine brightly" or "shine again". It is thus both the full overflowing 

abundance of paradise, and as a global consciousness, it is the light of the world. But it has a 

deeper meaning, as the true immortal condition of humanity and is hence the natural paradigm 

successor to religion. 

Resplendence is both an attitude of mind and a social dynamic attuned to bringing Earth back to 

a state of resplendent paradise, sustainable and resilient over evolutionary time scales, to ensure 

our own survival and the survival of the diversity of life. 

Instead of leading to the physically unrealizable imaginary scenarios of religions, such as heaven 

and hell in the Day of Judgment, resplendence leads to a single real and positively resplendent 

outcome - the reparadising of Earth in natural abundance, through a democratic culture 

empowered by climax technology, medicine and science and based on the principles of 

ecosystemic diversity. 

Resplendence complements the knowledge provided by science with the wisdom of what to do 

about it, in the same way religion has sought to complement practical knowledge in human 

history. Science deals with the pursuit of the knowledge of how nature and the universe work, 

while the wisdom of resplendence deals with what we creatively do with this knowledge, in 

reflowering paradise - the ultimate manifestation of wisdom in action. 

We all want to find meaning in life and want it to have a meaning which extends beyond our 

own lifetime. We also want the security that we are living in a world that has a viable future for 

our offspring and the future generations. The critical source of our angst that many of us turn to 

religion to alleviate, is that we are living in a world which is not only teeming with injustice, 

violent conflicts and weapons of mass destruction, but is lurching towards an uncertain future as 

a result of human impacts on the world's living habitats, climate and resources which could take 

us to an irreversible tipping point, undermining the future of unborn generations. 

These are problems we need to deal with and heal in this life to have a sense of fulfillment, not 

just pass them on to future generations to worry about, or to an imagined afterlife full of even 

more graphic tortures and punishments. The only meaningful contribution we can make to the 

future is through our offspring, our contributions to understanding in culture and society, in the 

humanities, science, art and music, through innovations we bring to society which produce 
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lasting benefit and through actually protecting the living planet through our actions to guard the 

diversity of life. 

No selfish, expedient, greedy or jealous motive, or action - can serve to give anything more than 

a futile and temporary distraction from the central goal of creative integration with the immortal 

flow of life around us. Redemption comes through coherence and integration with paradise pure 

and simple. And paradise is a realizable condition, if we only put our collective resources and 

inspiration to work to achieve it. 

 

Cosmological Paradigm Shift: The scientific description of reality is in fundamental conflict with 

religious notions of a universe created by God. The six day sabbatical creation of Genesis (a) has the 

'Elohim or God as a manufacturing designer creating the life forms and the firmament of stars as a dome 

over the flat Earth. The Sun and Moon are created before the plants. This view continued into the middle 

ages (b), but with the scientific revolution a conflicting paradigm has emerged (c), in which the Earth is a 

planet in a vastly bigger more complex universe, which has emerged from an explosive origin over 13 

billion years ago, with processes such as cosmic inflation providing the dynamics to induce the formation 

of galaxy clusters, stars and planets in the form we see today amid accelerating expansion caused by dark 

energy. This is a cosmogenic process with no evidence for an external creator God. Life was not 

generated de-novo in a fixed machine-like act of manufacture at a single point in time, but shows 

exhaustive genetic, fossil and developmental evidence of evolution (d) to form complex organisms and 

ultimately conscious sentient beings. Resplendence, as a democratic social process, seeks to reparadise 

the Earth by applying the scientific paradigm correctly to the human existential condition. This provides a 

more effective view of our life-giving role in the universe, in terms of protecting the generations of living 

diversity and of conscious beings on the planet over evolutionary time scales, thereby enabling a 

deepening of conscious awareness as a whole in the universe, as a cumulative emergent manifestation of 

cosmology. 

Religion, according to Augustine comes from re-ligare to "bind again" or "bind fast". Religions 

bind together spiritually-minded people into mass movements, but religions are also 

contaminated with the notion of bondage to a potentially oppressive utopian moral order. This is 

a fascist totalitarian notion that makes traditional religions dangerous and harmful to world 
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futures. The fasces is a bundle of sticks, sometimes with a protruding axe, or labrys, whose 

strength bound together is greater than the sum of its parts. 

In scientific revolutions, the skeptical principle of inquiry, seeks verification from nature, 

confirming a theory to be true only when all attempts to negate it result in contradiction, rather 

than imposing preconceived beliefs. This means that descriptions of reality only remain stable 

over limited epochs, called paradigms, punctuated by evolutionary leaps. When a new theory, or 

description of reality, is discovered, which generalizes, or replaces a previous one, a new 

scientific paradigm is born. The term paradigm itself has an ancient origin in Greek paradeigma, 

"pattern, example" from para, "beside, beyond" and deiknumi "to show, to point out" meaning 

"exhibit, represent, expose". The term was used in Plato's Timaeus as the model or pattern that 

the Demiurge (god) used to create the cosmos. Resplendence in making a paradigm transition 

from religion does precisely this, transforming the naive view of religious creation of the cosmos 

by God into a wisdom tradition to guide human action based on the extraordinarily confounding 

and detailed scientific knowledge of the universe we have more recently accumulated. 

Human societies and individual consciousness have been driven by two complementary 

sensibilities. On the one hand, the practical understanding of nature is essential for survival, 

manifest in gatherer-hunter society, for example in knowledge of diverse food and medicinal 

plant species and in the practicalities of hunting and developing arrow poisons and this has 

eventually become science. Complementing this are feelings of belonging and meaning in a 

precocious natural world, associated with beliefs in spirits and deities that guide behavior 

towards societal strength through morality, and explain the mortal condition and the vagaries of 

fate. These have over time become what we call science and religion. 

However, religions have resisted natural paradigm evolution because they seek permanent 

ascendancy. Thus Jesus, Buddha and Muhammad remain fixed male entities impeding the 

natural evolution of human insight and world guardianship of nature. Buddha has become a 

symbol of perfection unattainable in the round of birth and death. Muhammad is claimed to be 

the last prophet under pain of execution. Jesus is claimed to be going to return in the 'second 

coming' as the avenging Lord. This prevents natural evolution, even though our understanding of 

the world, and the closing circle of the biosphere have been transformed, both by science, and 

human impacts of our burgeoning planetary technological society, leading to climate change, 

ecocrisis and potentially irreversible risks to human and natural survival. 

Resplendence accepts the paradigm shift to the scientific description of reality in all its 

manifestations, while at the same time resolving the dilemma of existence in a way religions are 

failing to do, by coupling our sense of purpose and collective action to the one thing that 

immortalizes us - protecting the life flow of the living planet and its generations. 

Gods are projections of conscious personalities onto the cosmos that come from an earlier phase 

in human emergence, where gatherer-hunters devised parent-like entities to guard over their 
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vulnerable lives in a tumultuous world, and later in our cultural adolescence, agricultural 

civilizations used increasingly powerful deities as punishing moral entities holding sway over 

life and death, and the implied after-life as the final moral end-of-days scenario. 

 

Morality and Redemption: Christianity asserts a moral imperative that human beings are flawed by 

original sin, stemming from Eve's transgression, and that human free will is set in a moral cosmology, in 

which those who do not believe in God, and/or commit any of the seven deadly sins, will suffer eternal 

damnation in the Day of Judgment. Resplendence asserts that humans possess original virtue in their 

emotional makeup, which allows for love and eempathic relationship as well as expedience and betrayal, 

and that moral behavior is a natural feature of sociobiology in which individuals in a species, or human 

society, or religion, forgo immediate advantages over their peers to enable the society as a whole to gain 

dominance over competing societies and better survive in the wider environment. Right: A pride of 

lionesses cooperating to try to capture a young, or weaker, straggler are rounded on by a herd of buffalo 

also cooperating, making a classically moral decision to act together for the benefit of the group at some 

risk to their individual lives, forcing the predators to flee. Altruistic punishment is neither necessary, nor 

sufficient for morality, although it is very effective in human societies. Compassion and empathy are 

natural mammalian emotions which have also been observed, even across species in animal societies. 

Notice also that the carnivores have an essential role in the ecosystem of avoiding boom and bust in the 

herbivores, which could lead to a famine causing them becoming extinct, so their role in tooth and claw is 

also beneficent. The lion lying down with the lamb of Isaiah is thus a misguided fantasy. The religious 

moral imperative in urban societies arises from the imposition of cultural values which rob the human 

individuals of their deeper relationship with the passage of the generations in nature. As a climax species 

having major impacts on the planet, we are only now becoming aware of our cognizant role in planetary 

life. Resplendence, by restoring the natural relationship between humanity and life as a whole, applies the 

redemptive principle, which heals cultural tendencies towards selfish exploitation, because they are futile 

mortal strategies with no long-term fulfillment and no lasting outcome, except for diminishing the 

regenerative process by short-term exploitation and tragedy of the commons. 

With the coming to maturity of human culture in reaching a state today where human actions 

themselves can irreversibly harm the planet's future, we have to accept we have entered a state of 

de-facto maturity and accept that it is we ourselves, neither God, nor Jesus as Lord in the Day of 

Judgment, who must assume responsibility for beneficent guardianship of the planetary future, 

and achieve the enlightenment to be able to do this successfully. This is a complete fulfillment of 
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our life meaning and purpose and enables the mystery of conscious existence to be more and 

more deeply explored over the lifetimes of all the sentient participants as an open-ended process. 

Spiritually, resplendence seeks a condition where every individual is able to explore the mystical 

and visionary undercurrents of the conscious condition first hand, without becoming subject to 

oppressive forces seeking to assert any religious belief or creed, or to deny people the 

opportunity to experience such states themselves through legislation to prevent the use of 

visionary sacraments or drugs which induce visionary states. Attempting to ban access to mind 

altering substances is a benighted policy aimed more at shoring up mindless consumer 

materialism and existing traditional religious beliefs than any protection of society from 

misadventure. Any forms of societal abuse of substances need to be treated as a heath matter to 

avoid the growth of violent criminal organizations seeking to profit from banned substances in an 

age where technology is making synthesis on demand ever more available. 

Politically, resplendence aims at an ecosystemically diverse informed non-violent democratic 

society of mutually enlightened beings, possessing maximal autonomy of choice, avoiding the 

tyranny of the majority democracies are prone to , while recognizing the need to actively oppose 

all forms of totalitarianism that could lead to a loss of democratic autonomy, both from political 

movements such as totalitarian fascism and communism and from world religions with 

totalitarian doctrines that form an even more all-encompassing utopian threat to freedom of 

choice and world futures. 

Technologically, resplendence seeks a society utilizing the most advanced techniques in a 

sensitive way which works closely with evolutionary principles to achieve a high standard of 

living and fully informed intelligence, while having minimal impact on and actively restoring the 

biospheric resilience of the planet over evolutionary time scales. The energy economy needs 

urgently to move to renewable forms of energy not having deleterious impacts on the climate and 

biosphere as a whole. The information economy needs to remain as free as possible from 

governmental surveillance and accessible to all people. 

Because resplendence is founded on the resilience that natural evolutionary ecosystems have 

over cosmological time scales and the super-computing power of parallel genetic algorithms in a 

diverse natural ecology, as a concept it needs to apply a very strong precautionary principle 

against forms of technology which to bootstrap genetic technologies such as germ-line editing 

and engineering, which feedback directly into the process of genetic evolution itself and hence 

the informational foundation of the biosphere. Eugenic genetic engineering and/or cloning, or 

using other genetic reproductive technologies for "brave new world" utopian aims is a key 

potential threat to long term ecosystemic viability that needs to be avoided, because it is most 

likely to lead to irreversible loss of characteristics essential to the long-term adaptiveness of both 

human beings and the species upon which we depend for our future survival. These technologies 

have vast utopian potential, and invoke the temptation to make choices that result in an elitist 

dependence on advanced reproductive technology. They are liable to lead to 'poisoned chalice' 
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dystopias, lacking the resilience to survive over evolutionary time scales. Use of technologies 

such as germ-line editing, particularly in humans and the species upon which we depend, thus 

has to be examined very carefully on a case-by-case basis.  

 

Women and Sexuality: Left: Enforced veiling and homicidal stoning. Islam, imposes stringent and 

violent restrictions on female reproductive choice, social, educational and career opportunities, enforced 

by torture and homicide for adultery, as part of an archaic patriarchal tribal code. Such reproductive 

control of the female to ensure patriarchal reproductive imperatives has been an almost universal feature 

of world religions for millennia. Centre to right: In contrast with religion, resplendence seeks a high 

degree of sovereignty for female reproductive choice in an overall climate of mutual partner choice 

consistent with the needs of the human family. This is because humans are at an extreme among 

mammals in the dissonance between the male reproductive strategy which is primarily focused on 

fertilization and the female strategy focused on parenting. Because mammals bear live young and the 

females engage lactation and a pivotal role in infant care, females need to be able to choose the best 

combination of resourcing partner and good genes for what is a massive commitment, with a long 

pregnancy leaving the woman vulnerable and travail, a risky delivery bearing a large head, months to 

years of breast feeding and years of young child care. In addition mammalian XY chromosome sexual 

selection favours males displaying single X-linked characteristics, while females are able to apply sexual 

selection to these, again emphasizing the importance of female reproductive choice. In an overpopulated 

world, universal access to contraception is essential, but in addition, there need to be social incentives to 

enable capable achieving women to both pursue and maintain their professional careers and have security 

of parental leave, to avoid the conflict between parenting and women's careers that has blighted 

democratic countries from Italy to Japan. At the same time, this predicates a pro-choice position 

concerning terminating pregnancy, not least to avoid the risks women suffer when these rights are 

withheld in the name of religious conviction. Finally resplendence implies ensuring natural childbirth 

remains a viable process, and advising against routine cosmetic Caesarians based on a false image of 

womanhood, and giving responsible advice about the implications for future generations of technologies 

such as in-vitro fertilization and intra-cytoplasmic sperm implantation, as well as more advanced 

techniques such as generating gametes from stem cells, to avoid the human species becoming perpetually 

dependent on medical procedures to survive. Right: Sexuality commands respect as sacred to the natural 

order, as we each become conscious beings through sexual fertilization and sexual recombination to 

create the diversity of all sexual beings, without which higher life forms would never have come into 

existence. 

Weapons of mass destruction need to be replaced by programs to provide defences against events 

on an astronomical scale threatening to the continuity of life, such as asteroid impacts and nearby 
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supernovae. Questions of interstellar migration, or communication, need to be considered 

cautiously for their deeper implications. 

Resplendence is the natural paradigm successor to religion, in which we cherish and replenish 

the Earth throughout the generations of the diversity of life, no longer seeing through a glass 

darkly, but now face-to-face, coming into coherence with our sexually-immortal condition, 

becoming the source of a collective illumination of enlightenment, both scientific and visionary, 

to flower the future generations and sustain the epoch of paradise on Earth. 

 

Consciousness and Enlightenment: Resplendence rejects the notions of heaven and hell (left) because 

they have no place in the physical universe and they are a product of a fantastic moral punishment 

causality that is in fundamental conflict with nature, where moral systems are simply a natural 

evolutionary manifestation of sociobiology, implying that heaven and hell are imaginary realms generated 

by conscious experience, as religions endeavour to come to terms with the mysteries and paradoxes of 

conscious existence. It likewise rejects the contrivances of cults, such as the Galactic Dictator Xenu of 

Scientology. The Buddhist realms of the hungry ghosts and titans are likewise representations of mental 

states with a false anthropocentric emphasis on a universal morality which falsely demotes the animals to 

a realm of inferior incarnations due to previous moral dereliction. Biological incarnation is a sexual 

process inconsistent with the reincarnation of individual souls. Resplendence wisdom thus remains clear 

of false misleading assumptions based on preconceived religious notions. However resplendence accepts 

the discoveries of neuroscience concerning the brain-mind relationship and the full diversity of 

experiences and personal accounts spanning the spectrum of mental states (right), from waking, through 

dreaming, meditative, contemplative, visionary and sacrament induced, because these are a central part of 

the discovery of the inner nature of conscious experience. Cosmology would suggest that, since the brain 

is the most complex interactive process manifest by the forces of nature in interaction, consciousness may 

be the most inscrutable mystery in cosmology and one that may take evolutionary time scales to fully 

elucidate. This in no way rules in or out forms of consciousness extending beyond our biological life 

spans, consciousness being shared directly between beings, or prophetic forms of conscious anticipation, 

all of which remain to be explored over time, without prejudging the nature and scope of consciousness in 

fixed religious doctrines, or preconceived beliefs - a fatal error, given the sensitive nature of 

consciousness. Right: The Huichol nierika or portal to the visionary world induced by peyote is a valid 

part of subjective sacramental exploration of the conscious condition because it can be experienced first-

hand. 
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Ten Key Teachings on the Nature of Existence 

. 

1. Biogenesis, Evolution and Consciousness: Biogenesis is a cosmological interactive 

process leading, through biological evolution, to consciousness as the most complete 

expression of all the fundamental forces of nature in interaction. It is thus the Sigma point 

on the cosmic equator in space-time, standing in consummating relationship to the alpha 

and Omega. 

 

2. Transcendence lies in the Biota: Transcendence is thus manifest principally or 

exclusively in the biota, and hence in the human vision quest. The messianic quest, the 

mystical quest, the shamanic vision quest and the quest for enlightenment are thus real, as 

is the sacredness of sexuality, but worship of deities, including the monotheistic God, is a 

false vision based on idolatry and bibliolatry. There is no final prophet or messiah, 

because the mysterium tremendum of existence is manifest in every sentient being. 

 

3. The Origin of Apocalypse: Our conscious awareness of the existential condition during 

the epochs of human emergence and the development of civilization has led to an 

awareness of tumultuous future shock converging on the covers being thrown off reality, 

a phenomenon that has come to be described in religious traditions as apocalypse. 

 

4. Transcendence versus Deity: Transcendence is not manifest in the monotheistic God or 

other deities, which are projections of human nature and transcendence into imaginary 

personalities in heavenly and hellish domains. The Day of Judgment is thus a false 

morally punishing apocalypse. 

 

5. Sexuality, Fertility and Incarnation: Sexual complementarity and fertility is key to the 

emergence of complex life and consciousness and secures the creative and perennial 

passage of the generations of life, even though as individual organisms, we suffer a 

mortal life-span, inescapable in biological life. Sexuality is thus integral to the sacred 

condition and the immortality of the generations of life. Because incarnation is sexual, 

the idea of reincarnation of individual souls is a fallacy. 

 

6. Religion and Nature: The purpose of spirituality and religion is to cherish and replenish 

the planet through all the generations of life. Nature is thus central and pivotal to the 

sacred condition. 

 

7. Religion and Morality: The social value of religion is to encourage collective respect 

for, responsibility about, and action to, protect the living planet and life in the universe. It 

is neither to worship God, nor to create a dominant culture through morally prescriptive 

punishing deities and doctrines, nor to repress female reproductive choice, all of which 

are oppressive worldly instruments of male power. 

8. Realization and Fulfillment: Individual realization and collective fulfillment comes 

through contributing to the future fecundity of life and discovering the inner nature of 

conscious experience and the natural world and communicating these experiences to 

others. This is fulfilling the destiny of the universe coming to understand itself in space-

time through conscious illumination. 
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9. Conscious autonomy and Will: Consciousness and intentional will exist to bind 

together the complementary subjective and objective physical aspects of existential 

reality in such a way as to enable subjective intentionality to alter the course of physical 

history and bring about a more blessed and aware world and cosmological condition. We 

are thus responsible for our actions and their ultimate affects. 

 

10. Selfishness and Mortality: While free-will can also be used for selfish ends, or to create 

dominant dystopias, these aims are ignorant and ultimately doomed to mortality because 

they do not achieve fruition of the immortal condition. The aim of enlightenment is to 

help everyone see the futility of such selfish manipulative and oppressive actions and to 

act with joy and vitality to protect the living generations of life. 

 

  

 

7. The Abrogation of Violent and Repressive Scripture 
. 

The following sample passages from the Old and New Testaments, Qur'an and Law of Manu are 

hereby abrogated in the name of the Bridegroom, to liberate all women from the yoke 

of patriarchal religion, whether monotheism or polytheistic Hinduism. These are representative 

examples. Any others expressing similar attitudes are likewise abrogated by implication and 

precedent. All references to death for adultery are abrogated in every religion in which they 

occur. There are so many diabolical hadith concerning stoning and other stone-age punishments 

that only three key passages emphasizing the origin of stoning from applying it incorrectly to 

Jews on the basis of an outmoded passage in Deuteronomy are included to emphasize the origin 

of this grievous error, which has plagued Muslim women for many centuries. 

. 

Exod 22:18 Death curse on the Witch Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 

 

Lev 20:27 Familiars A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall 

surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them. 

 

Lev 24:16 Blasphemy And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to 

death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is 

born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to death. 

 

Deut 21:22 Hanging on a Tree And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be 

to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree: His body shall not remain all night upon the 

tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God. 

 

Deut 20:12 Genocide and Sexual Slavery And if it will make no peace with thee, but will make 

war against thee, then thou shalt besiege it: And when the Lord thy God hath delivered it into 

thine hands, thou shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the sword: But the women, 

and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the spoil thereof, shalt 

thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the Lord thy God 

hath given thee. Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities which are very far off from thee, which 
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are not of the cities of these nations. But of the cities of these people, which the Lord thy God 

doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth: But thou shalt 

utterly destroy them; (used to justify Muhammad's genocide at Medina) 

 

Deut 22:20 Stoning for Adultery But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not 

found for the damsel: Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, 

and the men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: (used to justify stoning for 

adultery in Islam) 

 

Deut 22:22 Stoning for Adultery If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband, 

then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the woman: so 

shalt thou put away evil from Israel. If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, 

and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; Then ye shall bring them both out unto the 

gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she 

cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so 

thou shalt put away evil from among you. 

 

Deut 21:18 If a man have a stubborn and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his 

father, or the voice of his mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken 

unto them: ... And they shall say unto the elders of his city, This our son is stubborn and 

rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton, and a drunkard. And all the men of his 

city shall stone him with stones, that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and 

all Israel shall hear, and fear. 

 

Luke 14:23 Religious compulsion And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways 

and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

 

1 Cor 16:22 The Anathema curse "If any 'man' love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 'him' be 

Anathema maranatha". 

 

1 Cor 14:34 Women to keep silent "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 

permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the 

law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for 

women to speak in the church." 

 

1 Timothy 2:11 Women not authorized to Preach "I permit no woman to teach or to have 

authority over men; she is to keep silent with all subjection; for Adam was first formed then 

Eve. Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor". 

 

1 Cor 7:29 Negating sexuality in marriage "Blessed are they who have wives as if they had 

none, for they shall inherit God". 

 

Qur'an 4:34: Men superior to women, Beating "Men stand superior to women in that God 

hath preferred the one over the other ... Those whose perverseness you fear, admonish them 

and remove them into bed chambers and beat them, but if they submit to you then do not seek 

a way against them; surely Allah is High, Great." 
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Qur'an 4.11: Male worth two Females Allah enjoins you concerning your children: The male 

shall have the equal of the portion of two females 

 

Qur'an 4.15: Confinement unto death And as for those who are guilty of an indecency from 

among your women, call to witnesses against them four (witnesses) from among you; then if 

they bear witness confine them to the houses until death takes them away or Allah opens 

some way for them. 

 

Qur'an 4:89 Death for apostasy They wish that you should disbelieve as they disbelieve, and 

then you would be equal; therefore take not to yourselves friends of them, until they emigrate 

in the way of God; then, if they turn their backs, take them, and slay them wherever you find 

them; take not to yourselves any one of them as friend or helper. 

 

Qur'an 24.2 Flogging for adultery (As for) the fornicatress and the fornicator, flog each of 

them, (giving) a hundred stripes, and let not pity for them detain you in the matter of 

obedience to Allah, if you believe in Allah and the last day, and let a party of believers 

witness their chastisement. The fornicator shall not marry any but a fornicatress or idolatress, 

and (as for) the fornicatress, none shall marry her but a fornicator or an idolater; and it is 

forbidden to the believers. 

 

Qur'an 24.31 Enforced veiling And say to the believing women that they cast down their looks 

and guard their private parts and do not display their ornaments except what appears thereof, 

and let them wear their head-coverings over their bosoms, and not display their ornaments 

except to their husbands or their fathers, or the fathers of their husbands, or their sons, or the 

sons of their husbands, or their brothers, or their brothers' sons. 

 

Qur'an 5.33 Crucifixion for mischief The punishment of those who wage war against Allah 

and His apostle and strive to make mischief in the land is only this, that they should be 

murdered or crucified or their hands and their feet should be cut off on opposite sides or they 

should be imprisoned; this shall be as a disgrace for them in this world, and in the hereafter 

they shall have a grievous chastisement, Except those who repent before you have them in 

your power; so know that Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

 

Qur'an 9.5 Killing idolators So when the sacred months have passed away, then slay the 

idolaters wherever you find them, and take them captives and besiege them and lie in wait for 

them in every ambush, then if they repent and keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate, leave 

their way free to them; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. 

 

Hadith Death for Apostasy al-Bukhari 4:52:260 Narrated Ikrima: Ali burnt some people and 

this news reached Ibn 'Abbas, who said, "Had I been in his place I would not have burnt them, 

as the Prophet said, 'Don't punish (anybody) with Allah's Punishment.' No doubt, I would 

have killed them, for the Prophet said, 'If somebody (a Muslim) discards his religion, kill 

him.' 
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Hadith Stoning for adultery al-Bukhari 2:23:413 Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Umar: The Jew 

brought to the Prophet a man and a woman from amongst them who have committed 

(adultery) illegal sexual intercourse. He ordered both of them to be stoned (to death), near the 

place of offering the funeral prayers beside the mosque." 

 

Hadith Stoning for adultery al-Bukhari 4:56:829 Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Umar: The Jews 

came to Allah's Apostle and told him that a man and a woman from amongst them had 

committed illegal sexual intercourse. Allah's Apostle said to them, "What do you find in the 

Torah (old Testament) about the legal punishment of Ar-Rajm (stoning)?" They replied, (But) 

we announce their crime and lash them." Abdullah bin Salam said, "You are telling a lie; 

Torah contains the order of Rajm." They brought and opened the Torah and one of them 

solaced his hand on the Verse of Rajm and read the verses preceding and following it. 

Abdullah bin Salam said to him, "Lift your hand." When he lifted his hand, the Verse of Rajm 

was written there. They said, "Muhammad has told the truth; the Torah has the Verse of Rajm. 

The Prophet then gave the order that both of them should be stoned to death. ('Abdullah bin 

'Umar said, "I saw the man leaning over the woman to shelter her from the stones." 

 

Hadith Stoning for adultery al-Bukhari 6.:60:79 Narrated 'Abdullah bin Umar: The Jews 

brought to the Prophet a man and a woman from among them who had committed illeg- al 

sexual intercourse. The Prophet said to them, "How do you usually punish the one amongst 

you who has committed illegal sexual intercourse?" They replied, "We blacken their faces 

with coal and beat them," He said, "Don't you find the order of Ar-Rajm (i.e. stoning to death) 

in the Torah?" They replied, "We do not find anything in it." 'Abdullah bin Salam (after 

hearing this conversation) said to them. "You have told a lie! Bring here the Torah and recite 

it if you are truthful." (So the Jews brought the Torah). And the religious teacher who was 

teaching it to them, put his hand over the Verse of Ar-Rajm and started reading what was 

written above and below the place hidden with his hand, but he did not read the Verse of Ar-

Rajm. 'Abdullah bin Salam removed his (i.e. the teacher's) hand from the Verse of Ar-Rajm 

and said, "What is this?" So when the Jews saw that Verse, they said, "This is the Verse of 

Ar-Rajm." So the Prophet ordered the two adulterers to be stoned to death, and they were 

stoned to death near the place where biers used to be placed near the Mosque. I saw her 

companion (i.e. the adulterer) bowing over her so as to protect her from the stones. 

 

Law of Manu IX. 4. Reprehensible is the father who gives not (his daughter) in marriage at the 

proper time. 

 

Law of Manu IX. 88. To a distinguished, handsome suitor of equal caste should a father give his 

daughter in accordance with the prescribed rule, though she have not attained the proper age 

(puberty). 

 

Law of Manu V. 157. At her pleasure let her emaciate her body, by living voluntarily on pure 

flowers, roots and fruits ; but let her not, when her lord is deceased, even pronounce the name 

of another man. 
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Law of Manu V. 161. But a widow, who from a wish to bear children, slights her deceased 

husband by marrying again, brings disgrace on herself here below, and shall be excluded from 

the seat of her lord. 

 

Law of Manu V. 162. Offspring begotten on a woman by any other than her husband, is here 

declared to be no progeny of hers ; no more than a child, begotten on the wife of another man 

belongs to the begetter; nor is a second husband any where prescribed for a virtuous woman. 

 

Yajnavalkya 86. When deprived of her husband, she must not remain away from her father, 

mother, son, brother, mother-in-law or from her maternal uncle; otherwise she might become 

liable to censure. Here again Yajnavalkya does not suggest that a widow become a Sati. 

 

Vijnaneshwar "This is in the case of the alternative of leading a celibate life vide the text of 

Vishnu [f75] : "After the death of the husband, either celibacy or ascending the (cremation) pile 

after him." Vijnaneshwar adds 'There is great merit in ascending the funeral pyre after him. 

. 

 

8. Epilogue: Singing the Apocalypse 
. 

Accompanying this article I have produced a redemption song, which you can watch as a video 

at https://youtu.be/9WI0PymUWZg , and find, along with my other musical productions, at 

http://dhushara.com/nino/. This article was written in response to a life-and death wake-up call, 

in which I realized I needed urgently to write down the essential connection around which my 

life has revolved before it was too late and the threads became scattered and lost, after I had a 

serious accident and sustained head injuries which could have left me with permanent brain 

damage, tetraplegia, or death. You will no doubt say of this "Physician heal thyself". My body 

has naturally sloughed off virtually all this damage, but ironically I had to fix my own teeth, 

gathered from the pavement in the middle of the night from beside the pool of blood at the scene 

after leaving A&E, with superglue, making a stainless steel and thermoplastic implant for one 

that was still missing because the NZ government accident compensation scheme failed to 

provide even basic support. 

. 

The final climactic words are liberating the apocalypse from under the very noses of the religious 

traditions, by singing it out in one fell swoop, as the 'thief in the night'. Observe the words 

carefully in the finale below. This is reality, not religion speaking. It is a song writing itself into 

veridical history. It could be ignored at our peril, but it can't be undone! It's the planet and its 

living diversity that is the unveiling of our meaning in existence. I'm sure you all know this, so 

it's not that hard to accept! 

. 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/9WI0PymUWZg
http://dhushara.com/nino/index.htm#Anchor-Resurrection-49575
http://dhushara.com/apoc/apocalypse.htm#Anchor-49575
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Revelation 
. 

I am resurrected! I have ascended! 

I am transfigured, I am redeemed sufficient unto the day thereof, 

to bring some consolation to a very troubled world. 

Jesus, you are tired - please just come down from that cross. 

It's time for an end to all the blood, to the death, the guilt and remorse. 

I am a phoenix from the ashes. A new man of the Morning Star, 

A feathery serpent of two ways now, the Lord of both dark and light. 

. 

I am resurrected! I have ascended! 

Life has given me another day, living here on a borrowed fate, 

to do the things that were left undone, before it's all just too late, 

Freed from the past, hurtling into an uncertain future, 

on a mission of salvation, to give back what we owe. 

For all the glory of this life, for all its pain and agony, 

let's make this world a better place, where we can all find sanctuary. 

. 

I am resurrected! I have ascended! 

I was clutched into the jaws of death, but the old grim reaper spat me out, 

so I have the chance to run another round, and discover what its all about. 

I am here to love the world all over, and help turn crisis into survival, 

for all the living creatures who scuttle upon this Earth, 

for all the finny fishes, for the forests and their dappled trees, 

for the birds that fly up in the sky, and human beings like you and me. 

. 

I am resurrected! I have ascended! 

We are here to make the world anew in an all-too fleeting existence, 

suspended between birth and annihilation, suffering and strife. 

Not just in the halls of the rich and famous, and the corridors of power, 

but those clinging on to life in the ghettos, and the refugees of war. 

The only way we can find redemption, is to give our very heart and soul, 

to the flowering of the living planet, our golden shining love-bird goal. 

. 

Finale 
.. 

This is the hour of Resurrection! It is the time of Ascension! 

It is our Transfiguration! It is our very own true Redemption! It is our Salvation! 

This is our consummating Unveiling! It is our Revelation! 

. 

The hidden quotations come from D. H. Lawrence's "Plumed Serpent" and the Gospel of 

Thomas: 

. 

"But I, I am lord of two ways. 

I am master of up and down. 

I am as a man who is a new man, 
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with new limbs and life, 

and the light of the Morning Star in his eyes. 

Lo! I am I! The lord of both ways. 

Thou wert lord of the one way. 

Now it leads thee to the sleep. Farewell!  

So Jesus went on towards the sleep. 

And Mary the Mother of Sorrows lay down 

on the bed of the white moon, 

weary beyond any more tears. 

"And I, I am on the threshold. 

I am stepping across the border. 

I am Quetzalcoatl lord of both ways, 

star between day and the dark." 

(DH Lawrence -The Plumed Serpent) 

. 

Jesus said: "If those who lead you say to you, 

'See, the kingdom is in the sky,' 

then the birds of the sky will precede you. 

If they say to you, 'It is in the sea,' 

then the fish will precede you. 

Rather, the kingdom is inside of you, 

and it is outside of you." (Thomas 3) 

 

 
 

 

The Christian view of history is an epoch of sinful rebellion against God, extending like a great 

bow across time, with the Fall from Eden at one end, and Apocalypse in the End of Days at the 

other. In the centre is Jesus – the arrow of violence in the great bow – hanging from the cross 

and believed to return in power as the avenging Lord of the Second Coming. Although 

Revelation portrays a tumult of genocide and the triage of all life, and the "rapture" of Paul 

paints a picture of leaving the debased nature of the late planet Earth for celestial space, the 

Tree of Life stands at both ends, protected in the Garden of Eden and entwined around the seat 

of God and the Lamb in Revelation. The apocalypse of Revelation is also a bridal unveiling in a 

sacred marriage, in which the bride of the Lamb is the Heavenly Jerusalem, just as Israel was 

the whoring bride of Jehovah, and as the Song of Songs is the mystical Holy of Holies of the 

same sacred marriage, more like the metaphorical complementarity of body and soul than a 

fertile sexual reunion of female and male. 
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